DECEMBER, 1987 


EXCURSION ~ NEWS SHEET 


Meeting : December 4 Aboriginal Plant Food - Dr. B. Gott 


Meeting : February 5 Beetles - Mr. P. Kelly 


Excursion : December 6 Rokewood, Illabarook - P. Murphy 
(Half Day excursion) 

Excursion : February 6 Wombat Forest area - P. Kell 
(Saturday ) ; 


Miss H BURGESS 312210 . ; Meetings as specified are held at the School 


President : of Mines and Industries, Lydiard Street Sth., 
Secretary : Mr B DOWLING 432425 ani ee igs Ponunencindaat uel pat 7 
Treasurer : Mr WWHITESIDE 413544 - FROM CROGKERS, ee SET OUMENCE 
Editors : Mr G BINNS 332282 STRONG STS., BALLARAT, at 9.30 a.m. for 


. FULL DAY OUTINGS OR ‘AT 1.30 p.m; for 
Mr L FINK 052 861319 HALF DAY* 4i¥ 


FOR_YOUR DIARY 


March 6 = The excursion to Mt Cole area 
will be a FULL DAY event. 

March 18-20 - WVFNCA 'Campout! at 
Warrnambool. The programme 
covers Port Fairy and Tower Hill 
areas. Accommodation is by person-—- 
al arrangement. There are details 
available from Secretary Bary. 


COMMITTEE MEETING 


Wednesday January 27, at 8 pm. 1112 Ligar 
St., Nth Ballarat, 


SUGGESTIONS FOR EXCURSIONS may still be 
lodged with the Secretary. 


FNBC INCORPORATED 


The Club has received notification that 
the application for incerporation status 
has been approved. 
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FILM NIGHT — OCTOBER MEETING . 


We are grateful to Frank Harrap for the arrange- 
ments for the annual. film night, which proved to 
be absorbing and informative. The following notes 
- record some of the detail from the two films 
viewed. 


1 otten World About Us". 

ee i= Simple non-flowering plants that lack 
true’ leaves, stems and roots. They contain no 
chlorophyl and are therefore unable to manufacture 
their own food. 

Mushrooms are probably the best known of more 
than 75,000 species of plants classed as ‘fungi. 

The single celled yeasts that cause bread to 
rise and juices to ferment are also fungi, as is 
the mildew on a pair of shoes in a damp cupboard. 

Still others cause rust and smut deseases that 
affect plants, ringworm and "athletes foot" are 
others. The mould that appears on decaying fruit 
and the furry green mould on bread are other forms, 
while blue cheese awe their distinctive flavour to 
moulds and penicillin is made from another mould 
or fungi. 

Without fungi the world would not exist, it 
destroys that which dies, unable to produce its own 
food, all fungi take their nourishment from the 
bodies of other plants and animals both living and 
dead. Most of our plant diseases are caused by 
parasitic fungi. . 

They reproduce themselves by spores, the reprod- 
uctive units of fungi. If you Squeeze a ripe puff- 
ball or tap a mushroom on Paper you will see these 
Spores which occur in a variety of shapes, 

Toadstools or mushrooms that pop up overnight 
are Simply the fruiting bodies of the underground {. 
HYPHAE and fairy rings are Simply the outer edge 
of the mass of Hyphae under the ground, 

Many diseases in animals (man included) and plants 


Among the most pecular of all living thin S are 
the 900° OF so species known ag Slime nowlds. 


t 


val 
ae 


cont. 
For much of thei i ; 
ES SA aS east Ca Ben they act more like : 
Slime moulds are jelly like blobs; 
: some of 
are Paee ana acoroureg and often up to 6cm in saea 
lameter, These flourish among decaying vegetati 
and creep along like giant amoebas, iieeotine peer 
peeae pee nee and rotting plant debris. 
Eventually they make their way to higher a 
drier places where they are gradually pos reeuoatay 
into fruiting bodies. They are stalked and often 
very ornately formed and release miriads of spores 
that germinate and start the whole wonderful 
process again. 


u " 
Z.Echidnas- Family Tachygossidae - 


There are two living genera in this family, each 
being represented by a single species, the .§hort 
Beaked Echidna which occurs all over Australia and 
the Lowlands of New Guinea, and the Long Beaked 
Echidna of the New Guinea Highlands,. 

There were several genera of Long Beaked Echidna 
widespread over Australia and New Guinea until the 
late Pleistocene period but now only one restricted 
to the Highlands of New Guinea remains. 

The Short Beaked Echidna has a covering of long 
spines, fur is present between the spines and in th 
the Tasmanian form it may be very long and cover 
the spines. 

It is a toothless and highly specialised feeder, f 
preaching an ant or termite nest with its power- 
ful forepaws and snout and extending ioUSmeLON Ces 
sticky, tongue into the galleries. ; 

Insects adhere to the sticky saliva covering the 
tongue and a considerable amount of soil and nest 
material is also ingested. 

They are solitary animals with overlapping home 
ranges, using logs, piles of debris and occasional 
burrows for shelter,.in the more arid regions they 
avoid extreme temperatures bysheltering in caves 
and crevices. Females spend most of the lactating | 
period in burrows. 

The male has a spur similar to the Platypus but 
lacking the poison gland. Mating occurs during 
July and August during which a single female has 
been observed with several males following. 


Coufa 


cont. 


About two weeks after copulation a single 
soft shelled egg is laiad- probably into a fold 
ofskin,that serves as a pouch, and adheres to 
to the hairs. This hatches after about ten days 
and the young remain in the pouch. for about 
three months. They are first seen at about 

welve months from Sept to Nov. 

: The spiny coat provides a fine defence, When 

the animal is disturbed it either rolls into a 

spiny ball or digs itself below the surface 

rapidly, and in a horizontal position, by 

extending its Ser ces 1e6e and wedging 

j 1f securely to e Earth. . 

o isaet from the Aboriginals, an eae 

is taken by Dingos.. Young are perhaps coke 

Goanas. They are sparsely Gispni paleo roan ee 

ularly in arid areas, but the species is 
danger. ; 

SOP ee ace rseaial is of a Zaglossus specie 


i rs old. 
(Long Beaked) it is about 3,000,000 yea a8 
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and the Common Reed (Phragnites australis) growing along the river bank, 

Further up_.the Slope, some members went to explore a cave and a mine 
shaft. And we were provided with evidence that the slippery sided mine shaft was 
filled with water!! 

We heard many birds during the afternoon, but we saw Blue Wrens, White- 
throated Treeccreepers, Yellow-faced Honeyeaters, Grey Shrike-thrush, Grey 
Currawongs, Crimson Rosellas, Thornbills and Ravens. Koalas were algo seen high 
up in the branches of the tallest trees, 

Some of the other Plants seen during the afternoon were Blue Bottle- 
daisy,Tall Daisy and Moth Daisy, Matted Bush-pea and Dwarf Bush-pea, Large Grass- 
tree, Common Fringe Lily and Clover-tree, ; 

Our day was pleasantly finished with another afternoon tea at the picnic 
ground, Many thanks must go to Helen Burgess, our leader for the excursion, 


P.M, 
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CLUNES SWAMP, Mt. BECKWORTH EXCURSION. 


-Sunday morning in Clunes Nov. 8th was like the 
gathering of the Clans, all we needed was the sy 
piper. Bill Spicer, where were you? Members of 
the F.N.C.V., N.P.P.S, Creswick F.N.C.and Mary- 
-borough F.N.C. joined with Ballarat F.N.C. for 
-our monthly outing, ably led by Greg Binns. With 
the initia reetings and the usual chit chat 
over we finally moved off to Merrin Merrin Swamp. . 

After a very dry October, the Swamp was only 
at 25 percent capacity with the result that 
water birds were in short supply. Good views 
were had of Yellow Spoonbills:‘and Little Pied 
Corm.rants nesting. A real thrill. for those 
lueky enough to see them. x pair of Brolgas in 
flight. Snipe, white necked and white faced 
herons, Mountain Duck and Grey Tea], Sacred Ibis 
and Black Duck were also observed, : 

earns the swamp we made our way west to an 
area of bush in close proximity to Fell's Gully, 
which was badly burnt in the fierce fires some 
three years ago. As we parked our cars the first 
thing to catch the%were the masses of Helichrysm, 
it was almost as if the bush was ablaze again 
but this time with much more pleasing results. 

Sadly, in all this beauty a minor tragedy had 
taken place, the remains of an Eastern Rosella 
were found within a few feet of a nest hollow, 
with eggs. It was pleasing to note that the bush 
was showing good regeneration growth. Leaving 
this area we moved on to the Clunes State Forest 
to view -the ¥lying Duck_Orchid; a nice patch.of 
this lovely little orchid was brought to our’ 
notice by Ron Bishop of Maryborough Club. 

It was about this time-that we decided we had 
better have lunch; in all my trips with the F.N., 
I cannot remember a later lunch! Helen even 


boiled her car to try and make a cup of tea, Im 
told! 


Lunch over,we moved to Mt. Beckworth for 
good sightings of Black Chinned Honey Eater, 
Sacred Kingfisher, Little Eagle, Brown Falcon, 
Restless Flycatcher on nest, and Rufous Song- 
lark with three beautiful eggs. Many thanks to 
Greg who did a top job in ma@shalling the troops. 
I think we all went home rather tired but 
satisfied- a really good days outing. Kt. 


Fires benefit some plants, but alter 
the environment. The result of the fires 
in the Clunes area was visible in the 
profusion of Leguminosae plants. Although 
the wattles were not in flower they were 
growing: in large numbers as though all 
seeds had germinated. Amongst them and 
the Eucalytus with epicormic growth were 
acres of everlastings, Helichrysum viscosum. 
Plants of the Fabaceae had also benefited 
from the fires. With the help of the key 
given at the Study Night and members of 
the excursion the following were identified - 
Daviesia virgata, Narrow-leaf Bitter-pea 
with its triangular seed pods glowing in 
the sun, Platylobium obtusangulum, Common 
Flat-pea, and the Bush-peas - Pultenaea 
graveolens (over 3feet high and scented), 

P., largeflorens and the upright form of 
P. prostrata. 

Because of the recent hot weather 
most of the orchids had finished flowering. 
Usually in November Mt Beckworth grasslands 
have a mauve hue, due to the Dichopogon 
strictus, Chocolate Lily. This year most 
had finished flowering. The orchids seen 
were Calaena major, Tuck Orchid at Fells 
Gully, Pterostylis nutans, Nodding Greenhood, 
Thelymitra ixiodes, T. media and T. pauciflora, 
Dotted, Tall and slender Sun-orchids at 
Mt Beckworth. In a damp spot hundreds of 
Fairies' Aprons, Utricularia dichotoma 
nodded in the breeze. 

Thanks to Greg Binns for leading the 
large number of enthusiasts from the Native 
Plant Preservation Society and Creswick, 
Maryborough and Melbourne Clubs. A great day! 
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Dkhrr Fire Poucy - Cry serv low bunel f he. 


A. GENERAL POINTS 


Planned fire should be viewed as a tool of ecosystem management, not just 
as a means of fuel reduction, 


Fire management should incorporate the principles of risk management — 
the nature, causes and level of risk must be documented and measures 
taken to reduce the risk must be shown to be effective, relevant and 
achelyable. 


Low fire risk areas should not be burnt except for specific ecosystem 
Management objectives. 


The nett benefits of fire protection proposals need to be carefully and 
explicitly evaluated, both in terms of risk reduction and in terms of their 
effects on environmental values. 


Fires should not be lit unless it can be shown that they are needed to 
achieve a clearly defined and specific management goal, 


Fuel reduction burning is an Important management tool In sultable 
environments as a means of fuel reduction for specific goals but should 
only be applied where It can be shown to be effective, and with due 
regard for its effects on other values, and with great care and planning, 


There }s a large body of ecological knowledge relevant to fire management 
in Victoria and this should be incorporated Into all fire planning. 


People cause 60% of unplanned fires in Victoria. Considerable effort and 
imagination should be put Into addressing this problem. 


Fire management {ts a complex and difficult task and it requires properly 
qualified and experienced fire planners, fire ecologists and fire managers to 
implement it successfully. 


There is a critical need for a tertiary level course on fire ecology and 
Management. 


Pre-European fire frequencies are not known for most of Victoria's 
environments. Guesses of past "natural" fire frequencies have no role in 

_ Modern fire management which should be: based on clearly defined goals 
reflecting current policles and objectives. 


HS The President and members of the 


Committee wish you Joy and Peace 

at Christmas, a Happy Holiday, safe 
driving and a rewarding and fulfilling 
1988 when we celebrate Ballarat's 

150 years and Australia's 200 years 


’ of European settlement. aS) 
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